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A0 Respondent Information (Not for Publication)

Name: Natsuko Chow

Title: Research Analyst

Office: Institutional Research

Mailing Address: 8000 York Road

City/State/Zip/Country: Towson, MD 21252

Phone: 410-704-2331

Fax: n/a

E-mail Address: tuir@towson.edu

X Yes

No

If yes, please provide the URL of the corresponding Web page:

A0A

A1 Address Information

Name of College/University: Towson University

Mailing Address: 8000 York Road

City/State/Zip/Country: Towson, MD 21252

Street Address (if different):

City/State/Zip/Country:

Main Phone Number: 410-704-2000

WWW Home Page Address: www.towson.edu

Admissions Phone Number: 410-704-2113

Admissions Toll-Free Phone Number:

Admissions Office Mailing Address: 8000 York Road

City/State/Zip/Country: Towson, MD 21252

Admissions Fax Number: 410-704-3030

Admissions E-mail Address: admissions@towson.edu

A2

X Public

Private (nonprofit)

Proprietary

A3

https://www.applyweb.com/towson/menu.ftl
https://www.applyweb.com/towson/menu.ftl
https://www.applyweb.com/towson/menu.ftl
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A5 Degrees offered by your institution:

Certificate

Diploma

Associate

Transfer Associate

Terminal Associate

X Bachelor's

X Postbachelor's certificate

X Master's

X Post-master's certificate

X Doctoral degree research/scholarship

X Doctoral degree – professional practice

Doctoral degree -- other

A5 Doctoral degree -- other
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B1

Men Women Men Women

Undergraduates

Degree-seeking, first-time 

freshmen 993                  1,576                 11                       12                       

Other first-year, degree-seeking 455                  540                   30                       33                       

All other degree-seeking 4,735               7,211                 985                     1,236                  

Total degree-seeking 6,183              



Common Data Set 2021-2022

B4-B21: Graduation Rates

A
Initial 2015 cohort of first-time, full-

time, bachelor's (or equivalent) degree-

seeking undergraduate students

684 559 1465 2708

B
Of the initial 2015 cohort, how many 

did not persist and did not graduate for 

the following reasons: 
• Deceased

• Permanently Disabled

• Armed Forces

• Foreign Aid Service of the Federal 
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A

Initial 2014 cohort of first-time, full-

time, bachelor's (or equivalent) degree-

seeking undergraduate students

606 571 1534 2711

B

Of the initial 2014 cohort, how many 

did not persist and did not graduate for 

the following reasons: 
• Deceased

• Permanently Disabled

• Armed Forces

• Foreign Aid Service of the Federal 

Government

• Official church missions

• Report Total Allowable Exclusions

0 0 1 1

C
Final 2014 cohort, after adjusting for 

allowable exclusions
606 571 1533 2710

D

Of the initial 2014 cohort, how many 

completed the program in four years or 

less (by Aug. 31, 2018)

259 267 787 1313

E

Of the initial 2014 cohort, how many 

completed the program in more than 

four years but in five years or less 

(after Aug. 31, 2018 and by Aug. 31, 

2019)

146 111 314 571

F

Of the initial 2014 cohort, how many 

completed the program in more than 

five years but in six years or less (after 

Aug. 31, 2019 and by Aug. 31, 2020)

36 16 45 97

G
Total graduating within six years (sum 

of lines D, E, and F)
441 394 1146 1981

H
Six-year graduation rate for 2014 

cohort (G divided by C)
73% 69% 75% 73%

For Two-Year Institutions

2018 Cohort 2017 Cohort

B12

B13

B14 0 0

B15

B16

B17

B18

B19

B20

B21

Please provide data for the 2018 cohort if available. If 2018 cohort data are not available, provide data for 

the 2017 cohort.

Of the initial cohort, how many did not persist and did not graduate for the 

following reasons: 
• Death

• Permanently Disability

• Service in the armed forces, 

• Foreign aid service of the federal government

• Official church missions

• Report total allowable exclusions

Initial cohort, total of first-time, full-time degree/certificate-seeking students:

Final cohort, after adjusting for allowable exclusions:

Total transfers to four-year institutions:

Students who did 

not receive either 

a Pell Grant or a 

subsidized 

Stafford Loan

Recipients of a 

Subsidized 

Stafford Loan 

who did not 

receive a Pell 

Grant

Completers of programs of at least two but less than four years (total):

Completers of programs of at least two but less than four-years within 150 

percent of normal time:

Total transfers-out (within three years) to other institutions:

Total transfers to two-year institutions:

Fall 2014 Cohort

Total 

(sum of 3 columns 



Common Data Set 2021-2022

B22: Retention Rates

B22

85%

* Death

* Permanent Disability

* Service in the armed forces

* Foreign aid service of the federal government

* Official church missions

* No other adjustments to the initial cohort should be made.

•      The initial cohort may be adjusted for students who departed for the following reasons:

For the cohort of all full-time bachelor’s (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate 

students who entered your institution as freshmen in Fall 2020 (or the preceding summer 

term), what percentage was enrolled at your institution as of the date your institution 

calculates its official enrollment in Fall 2021.

Report for the cohort of all full-time, first-time bachelor’s (or equivalent) degree-seeking undergraduate 

students who entered in Fall 2020 (or the preceding summer term). 

CDS-B Page 6
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C1-C2: Applications

                  4,322 

7,294                 

3,656                 

6,557                 

993                    

11                      

1,576                 

12                      

11,616               

10,213               

2,592                 

C2

Yes No

X

TOTAL

Is your waiting list ranked? Yes No

C3-C5: Admission Requirements

C3 High school completion requirement

X

C4

X

C. FIRST-TIME, FIRST-YEAR (FRESHMAN) ADMISSION

Total first-time, first-year (freshman) men who applied

Total first-time, first-year (freshman) women who applied

Total first-time, first-year (freshman) men who were admitted

Total full-time, first-time, first-year (freshman) men who enrolled

Total part-time, first-time, first-year (freshman) men who enrolled

Freshman wait-listed students 

Total full-time, first-time, first-year (freshman) women who enrolled

Total part-time, first-time, first-year (freshman) women who enrolled

If yes, please answer the questions below for Fall 2021 admissions:

Number of qualified applicants offered a place on waiting list:

Number accepting a place on the waiting list:

Number of wait-listed students admitted:

Does your institution require or recommend a general college-preparatory program for degree-seeking 

students?

C1 First-time, first-year (freshman) students: Provide the number of degree-seeking, first-time, first-year students 

who applied, were admitted, and enrolled (full- or part-time) in Fall 2021. 

•     Include early decision, early action, and students who began studies during summer in this cohort.

•     Applicants should include only those students who fulfilled the requirements for consideration for       

      admission (i.e., who completed actionable applications) and who have been notified of one of the 

      following actions: admission, non-admission, placement on waiting list, or application withdrawn (by 

      applicant or institution). 

•     Since the total may include students who did not provide gender data, the detail need not sum to the total.

Check the appropriate box to identify your high school completion requirement for degree-seeking entering 

students:

High school diploma is required and GED is accepted

High school diploma is required and GED is not accepted

Total first-time, first-year (freshman) women who were admitted

Require

Recommend

Neither require nor recommend

Do you have a policy of placing students on a waiting list?

If yes, do you release that information to students?

Do you release that information to school counselors?

Total first-time, first-year (degree-seeking) who applied

High school diploma or equivalent is not required

Students who met admission requirements but whose final admission was contingent on space availability

WAITING LIST

Total first-time, first-year (degree-seeking) who were admitted

Total first-time, first-year (degree-seeking) who enrolled

CDS-C Page 7
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C5

Units

Required

Units

Recommended

Total academic units 22

English 4

Mathematics 4

Science 3

    Of these, units that must be lab 2

Foreign language 2

Social studies 3

History

Academic electives 6

Computer Science

Visual/Performing Arts

Other (specify)

C6-C7: Basis for Selection
C6

other (explain):

C7

Very Important Important Considered Not Considered

Academic
Rigor of secondary school record X

Class rank X

Academic GPA X

Standardized test scores X

Application Essay X

Recommendation(s) X

Nonacademic
Interview X

Extracurricular activities X

Talent/ability X

Character/personal qualities X

First generation X

Alumni/ae relation X

Geographical residence X

State residency X

Religious affiliation/commitment X

Racial/ethnic status X

Volunteer work X

Work experience X

Level of applicant’s interest X

Open admission policy as described above for all students 

Relative importance of each of the following academic and nonacademic factors in your first-time, first-

year, degree-seeking (freshman) admission decisions.

Distribution of high school units required and/or recommended. Specify the distribution of academic high 

school course units required and/or recommended of all or most degree-seeking students using Carnegie units 

(one unit equals one year of study or its equivalent). If you use a different system for calculating units, please 

convert.

Do you have an open admission policy, under which virtually all secondary school graduates or students with GED 

equivalency diplomas are admitted without regard to academic record, test scores, or other qualifications? If so, 

check which applies:

Open admission policy as described above for most students, but--

selective admission for out-of-state students

selective admission to some programs

CDS-C Page 8
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C8: SAT and ACT Policies
Entrance exams 

Yes No

X

C8A

Require Recommend Require for Some Consider if 

Submitted
Not Used

SAT or ACT X
ACT Only

SAT Only

SAT and SAT Subject Tests or ACT

SAT Subject Tests

C8B

X

C8B

X

C8C

SAT essay ACT essay

For admission

For placement

For advising

In place of an application essay

As a validity check on the application 
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Yes No

C15
X

C16 Notification to applicants of admission decision sent (fill in one only)

X
On a rolling basis beginning (date):  

1-Nov

By (date):  

Other:  

C17 Reply policy for admitted applicants (fill in one only)

Must reply by (date): 

No set date

X Must reply by May 1st or within weeks if notified thereafter

X Other: time specified on admit letter after May 1

Deadline for housing deposit (MMDD): 1-May

Amount of housing deposit: $350

Refundable if student does not enroll?

Yes, in full

Yes, in part

X No

C18 Deferred admission

Yes No

X

1 year for specific reasons only, otherwise students must reapply.

C19 Early admission of high school students

Yes No

X

C20 Common Application: Question removed from CDS. (Initiated during 2006-2007 cycle)

C21-C22: Early Decision and Early Action Plans

C21 Early Decision

Yes No

X

Does your institution allow students to postpone enrollment after admission?

If yes, maximum period of postponement:

Does your institution allow high school students to enroll as full-time, first-

time, first-year (freshman) students one year or more before high school 

graduation?

First or only early decision plan closing date

First or only early decision plan notification date
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C22 Early action

Yes No

X

1-Dec

15-Jan

Yes No

X

Do you have a nonbinding early action plan whereby students are notified of 

an admission decision well in advance of the regular notification date but do 

not have to commit to attending your college?

If “yes,” please complete the following: 

Is your early action plan a “restrictive” plan under which you limit students 

Early action closing date

Early action notification date

CDS-C Page 13
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D1-D2: Fall Applicants
Yes No

D1
X

X

D2

Applicants
Admitted 

Applicants

Enrolled 

Applicants

Men 1,431 1,271 847

Women 2,138 1,957 1,168

Total 3,569 3,228 2,015

D3-D11: Application for Admission
D3

X Fall

Winter

X Spring

Summer

Yes No

D4

X

any after HS

D5

Required of All Recommended

of All

Recommended

of Some
Required of 

Some

Not Required

High school transcript X

College transcript(s) X

Essay or personal 

statement
X

Interview X

Standardized test scores X

Statement of good 

standing from prior 

institution(s)
X

D6

D7

2.0

D8

D9

D9 Priority Date Closing Date Notification Date Reply Date
Rolling 

Admission

D9 Fall 15-Jan 1-May X

D9 Winter

D9 Spring 15-Nov 1-Dec X

D9 Summer

If a minimum college grade point average is required of 

transfer applicants, specify (on a 4.0 scale):

List application priority, closing, notification, and candidate reply dates for transfer students. If applications 
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Yes No

D10
X

D11

D12

D

Number Unit Type

D13

/admissions/undergrad/transfer/admissions/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/admissions/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/admissions/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/admissions/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/admissions/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/non-traditional.html
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/non-traditional.html
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/non-traditional.html
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/non-traditional.html
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/admissions/
/admissions/undergrad/transfer/credit/non-traditional.html
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F1

First-time, first-

year (freshman) 

students 

Undergraduates

11% 9%

4% 8%

12% 9%

77% 27%

23% 73%

<1% 11%

18 21

18 21

F2

X Campus Ministries

X Choral groups

X Concert band

X Dance

X Drama/theater

X

X Jazz band

X Literary magazine

X Marching band

X Model UN

X Music ensembles

X Musical theater

X Opera

X Pep band

X Radio station

X Student government

X Student newspaper

X Student-run film society

X Symphony orchestra

X Television station

Yearbook
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F4

X Coed dorms

Men's dorms

Women's dorms

X

X

X

Fraternity/sorority housing

Cooperative housing

Theme housing

Wellness housing

X Other housing options (specify):

Alcohol Free Community

Gender Inclusive Housing

Residential Learning Communities:

American Sign Language Community

Education Community

Global Village Community

Honors Community

Political Engagement Community

SAGE Community 
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PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS:

PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS:

In-district: $310.00

In-state (out-of-district): $310.00

Out-of-state: $978.00

NONRESIDENT ALIENS: $978.00

CDS-G Page 20
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1. Non-need institutional grants

2. Non-need tuition waivers

3. Non-need athletic awards

4. Non-need federal grants

5. Non-need state grants

Financial need: As determined by your institution using the federal methodology and/or your institution's 

own standards.

Need-based aid: College-funded or college-administered award from institutional, state, federal, or other 

sources for which a student must have financial need to qualify. This includes both institutional and non-

institutional student aid (grants, jobs, and loans).

Need-based scholarship or grant aid: Scholarships and grants from institutional, state, federal, or other 

sources for which a student must have financial need to qualify.

Need-based self-help aid: Loans and jobs from institutional, state, federal, or other sources for which a 

student must demonstrate financial need to qualify.

Non-need-based scholarship or grant aid: Scholarships and grants, gifts, or merit-based aid from 

institutional, state, federal, or other sources (including unrestricted funds or gifts and endowment income) 

awarded solely on the basis of academic achievement, merit, or any other non-need-based reason. When 

reporting questions H1 and H2, non-need-based aid that is used to meet need should be counted as 

need-based aid. 

Note: Suggested order of precedence for counting non-need money as need-based:

H. FINANCIAL AID

Please refer to the following financial aid definitions when completing Section H.

Awarded aid: The dollar amounts offered to financial aid applicants.

Financial aid applicant: Any applicant who submits any one of the institutionally required financial aid 

applications/forms, such as the FAFSA. 

Indebtedness: Aggregate dollar amount borrowed through any loan program (federal, state, subsidized, 

unsubsidized, private, etc.; excluding parent loans) while the student was enrolled at an institution. 

Student loans co-signed by a parent are assumed to be the responsibility of the student and should be 

included.
Institutional scholarships and grants: Endowed scholarships, annual gifts and tuition funded grants for 

which the institution determines the recipient.

6. Non-need outside grants

7. Non-need student loans

8. Non-need parent loans

9. Non-need work

Non-need-based self-help aid: Loans and jobs from institutional, state, or other sources for which a 

student need not demonstrate financial need to qualify.

Private student loans: A nonfederal loan made by a lender such as a bank, credit union or private lender 

used to pay for up to the annual cost of education, less any financial aid received.

External scholarships and grants: Scholarships and grants received from outside (private) sources that 

students bring with them (e.g., Kiwanis, National Merit scholarships). The institution may process 

paperwork to receive the dollars, but it has no role in determining the recipient or the dollar amount 

Work study and employment: Federal and state work study aid, and any employment packaged by your 

institution in financial aid awards.

DO NOT INCLUDE ANY AID RELATED TO THE CARES ACT OR UNIQUE THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

CDS-H Page 21
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H1

2021-2022 

estimated
2020-2021 Final

X

X

Need-based

(Include non-

need-based aid 

use to meet 

need.)

Non-need-

based

(Exclude non-

need-based aid 

use to meet 

need.)
Scholarships/Grants

$29,595,555 $526,313

$16,056,881 $3,052,991

$21,732,010 $10,693,004

$461,387 $1,684,998

$67,845,833 $15,957,306

Self-Help

$27,754,051 $31,654,846

$3,581,874

- -

$31,335,925 $31,654,846

$413,613 $28,395,538

$342,258 $1,566,061

$157,913 $6,782,264

H2

Aid Awarded to Enrolled Undergraduates

Enter total dollar amounts awarded to enrolled full-time and less than full-time degree-seeking 

undergraduates (using the same cohort reported in CDS Question B1, “total degree-seeking” 

undergraduates) in the following categories.

•     If the data being reported are final figures for the 2020-2021 academic year (see the next item below), 

      use the 2020-2021 academic year's CDS Question B1 cohort.

•     Include aid awarded to international students (i.e., those not qualifying for federal aid). 
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First-time Full-

time Freshmen

Full-time 

Undergrad 

(Incl. Fresh)

Less Than

Full-time

Undergrad

A Number of degree-seeking undergraduate students 

(CDS Item B1 if reporting on Fall 2021 cohort) 2569 15510 2307

B Number of students in line a who applied for need-

based financial aid
2311 11879 1333

C Number of students in line b who were determined to 

have financial need
1615 8849 1123

D Number of students in line c who were awarded any 

financial aid
1486 8315 998

E Number of students in line d who were awarded any 

need-based scholarship or grant aid
962 5565 744

F Number of students in line d who were awarded any 
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H4

                1,931 

A

Any loan program: Federal Perkins, Federal Stafford 

Subsidized and Unsubsidized, institutional, state, 

private loans that your institution is aware of, etc. 

Include both Federal Direct Student Loans and Federal 

Family Education Loans.

1,252 65% $28,044

B

Federal loan programs: Federal Perkins, Federal 

Stafford Subsidized and Unsubsidized. Include both 

Federal Direct Student Loans and Federal Family 

Education Loans.

1,222 63% $20,640

C Institutional loan programs. 0 0% $0

D State loan programs. 0 0% $0

E Private student loans made by a bank or lender. 264 14% $37,458

H6

X

H5. Number and percent of students in class (defined in H4 above) borrowing from federal, non-federal, 

and any loan sources, and the average (or mean) amount borrowed.

•     The “Average per-undergraduate-borrower cumulative principal borrowed,” is designed to provide better 

      information about student borrowing from federal and nonfederal (institutional, state, commercial) sources. 

•    The numbers, percentages, and averages for each row should be based only on the loan source specified 

for 

      the particular row. For example, the federal loans average (row b) should only be the cumulative average of 

      federal loans and the private loans average (row e) should only be the cumulative average of private loans. 

Average per-



/admissions/financialaid/programs/scholarships/international.html
/admissions/financialaid/programs/scholarships/international.html
http://www.towson.edu/scholarships
http://www.towson.edu/scholarships
http://www.towson.edu/scholarships
/admissions/financialaid/programs/scholarships/international.html
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H13

X

X

X

X

X

H14
Non-Need Based Need-Based

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

H15

Yes

No

State/district residency

Leadership

Athletics

Job skills

ROTC

Need Based Scholarships and Grants

Federal Nursing Scholarship

Check off criteria used in awarding institutional aid. Check all that apply.

Other (specify):

Federal Pell

SEOG

State scholarships/grants

Private scholarships

College/university scholarship or grant aid from institutional funds

Are these policies related to the COVID-19 pandemic?

If your institution has recently implemented any major financial aid policy, program, or 

initiative to make your institution more affordable to incoming students such as replacing 

loans with grants, or waiving costs for families below a certain income level please 

provide details below:

Music/drama

Religious affiliation

Minority status

Academics

Alumni affiliation

Art

United Negro College Fund
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I-3. 

2-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 100+ Total

190 862 1277 653 100 72 14 3,168     

2-9 10-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 100+ Total

10 54 126 7 0 0 0 197

Class Sections:  A class section is an organized course offered for credit, identified by discipline and 

number, meeting at a stated time or times in a classroom or similar setting, and not a subsection such as 

a laboratory or discussion session. Undergraduate class sections are defined as any sections in which at 

least one degree-seeking undergraduate student is enrolled for credit. Exclude distance learning classes 

and noncredit classes and individual instruction such as dissertation or thesis research, music instruction, 

or one-to-one readings. Exclude students in independent study, co-operative programs, internships, 

foreign language taped tutor sessions, practicums, and all students in one-on-one classes. Each class 

section should be counted only once and should not be duplicated because of course catalog cross-

listings.

CLASS 

SECTIONS

CLASS SUB-

SECTIONS

Using the above definitions, please report for each of the following class-size intervals the number of 

class sections  and class subsections  offered in Fall 2021. For example, a lecture class with 800 students 
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J1 Degrees conferred between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021

Category Diploma/Certificates Associate Bachelor’s
CIP 2020 Categories 

to Include

Agriculture 01

Natural resources and conservation 1% 03

Architecture 04

Area, ethnic, and gender studies 1% 05

Communication/journalism 10% 09

Communication technologies 10

Computer and information sciences 8% 11

Personal and culinary services 12

Education 9% 13

Engineering 14

Engineering technologies 15
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Common Data Set Definitions
        All definitions related to the financial aid section appear at the end of the Definitions document.

        Items preceded by an asterisk (*) represent definitions agreed to among publishers which do not appear on the CDS document but

may be present on individual publishers’ surveys. 

*Academic advisement: Plan under which each student is assigned to a faculty member or a trained adviser, who, through regular

meetings, helps the student plan and implement immediate and long-term academic and vocational goals.

Accelerated program: Completion of a college program of study in fewer than the usual number of years, most often by attending

summer sessions and carrying extra courses during the regular academic term.

Admitted student: Applicant who is offered admission to a degree-granting program at your institution.

*Adult student services: Admission assistance, support, orientation, and
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Credit hour: A unit of measure representing an hour (50 minutes) of instruction over a 15-week period in a semester or trimester

system or a 10-week period in a quarter system. It is applied toward the total number of hours needed for completing the requirements

of a degree, diploma, certificate, or recognized postsecondary credential.

Cross-registration: A system whereby students enrolled at one institution may take courses at
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Grade-point average (academic high school GPA): The sum of grade points a student has earned in secondary school divided by the

number of courses taken. The most common system of assigning numbers to grades counts four points for an A, three points for a B,

two points for a C, one point for a D, and no points for an E or F. Unweighted GPA’s assign the same weight to each course. Weighting

gives students additional points for their grades in advanced or honors courses.

Graduate student: A student who holds a bachelor’s or equivalent, and is taking courses at the post-baccalaureate level.

*Health services: Free or low cost on-campus primary and preventive health care available to students.

High school diploma or recognized equivalent: A document certifying the successful completion of a prescribed secondary school

program of studies, or the attainment of satisfactory scores on the Tests of General Educational Development (GED), or another state-

specified examination.

Hispanic or Latino: A person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, South or Central American, or other Spanish culture or origin,

regardless of race.

Honors program: Any special program for very able students offering the opportunity for educational enrichment, independent study,

acceleration, or some combination of these. 

Independent study: Academic work chosen or designed by the student with the approval of the department concerned, under an

instructor’s supervision, and usually undertaken outside of the regular classroom structure.

In-state tuition: The tuition charged by institutions to those students who meet the state’s or institution’s residency requirements.

International student: See Nonresident alien.

International student group: Student groups that facilitate cultural dialogue, support a diverse campus, assist international students in

acclimation and creating a social network. 

Internship: Any short-term, supervised work experience usually related to a student’s major field, for which the student earns

academic credit. The work can be full- or part-time, on- or off-campus, paid or unpaid.

*Learning center: Center offering assistance through tutors, workshops, computer programs, or audiovisual equipment in reading,

writing, math, and skills such as taking notes, managing time, taking tests.

*Legal services: Free or low cost legal advice for a range of issues (personal and other).

Liberal arts/career combination: Program in which a student earns undergraduate
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At Least 2 But Less Than 4 Academic Years: Requires completion of an organized program of study at the postsecondary level

(below the baccalaureate degree) in at least 2 but less than 4 full-time equivalent academic years, or designed for completion in at least

60 but less than 120 credit hours, or in at least 1,800 but less than 3,600 clock hours.

Private institution: An educational institution controlled by a private individual(s) or by a nongovernmental agency, usually supported

primarily by other than public funds, and operated by other than publicly elected or appointed officials.

Private for-profit institution: A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency in control receives compensation, other than

wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk.

Private nonprofit institution: A private institution in which the individual(s) or agency in control receives no compensation, other

than wages, rent, or other expenses for the assumption of risk. These include both independent nonprofit schools and those affiliated

with a religious organization.

Proprietary institution: See Private for-profit institution.

Public institution: An educational institution whose programs and activities are operated by publicly elected or appointed school

officials, and which is supported primarily by public funds.

Quarter calendar system: A calendar system in which the academic year consists of three sessions called quarters of about 12 weeks

each. The range may be from 10 to 15 weeks. There may be an additional quarter in the summer.

Race/ethnicity: Category used to describe groups to which individuals belong, identify with, or belong in the eyes of the community.

The categories do not denote scientific definitions of anthropological origins. A person may be counted in only one group.

Race/ethnicity unknown: Category used to classify students or employees whose race/ethnicity is not known and whom institutions

are unable to place in one of the specified racial/ethnic categories.

Recognized Postsecondary Credential: Includes both Title IV eligible degrees, certificates, and other recognized postsecondary

credentials. Any credential that is received after completion of a program that is eligible for Title IV federal student aid. Credentials

that are awarded to recognize an individual’s attainment of measurable technical or industry/occupational skills necessary to obtain

employment or advance within an industry occupation. (Generally based on standards developed or endorsed by employers or industry

associations).

Religious affiliation/commitment (as admission factor): Special consideration given in the admission process for affiliation with a

certain church or faith/religion, commitment to a religious vocation, or observance of certain religious tenets/lifestyle. 

*Religious counseling: One-on-one or group counseling with trained professionals for students who want to explore religious

problems or issues.

*Remedial services: Instructional courses designed for students deficient in the general competencies necessary for a regular

postsecondary curriculum and educational setting.

Required fees: Fixed sum charged to students for items not covered by tuition and required of such a large proportion of all students

that the student who does NOT pay is the exception. Do not include application fees or optional fees such as lab fees or parking fees. 

Resident alien or other eligible non-citizen: A person who is not a citizen or national of the United States and who has been admitted

as a legal immigrant for the purpose of obtaining permanent resident alien status (and who holds either an alien registration card [Form

I-551 or I-151], a Temporary Resident Card [Form I-688], or an Arrival-Departure Record [Form I-94] with a notation that conveys

legal immigrant status, such as Section 207 Refugee, Section 208 Asylee, Conditional Entrant Parolee or Cuban-Haitian).

Room and board (charges)—on campus: Assume double occupancy in institutional housing and 19 meals per week (or maximum

meal plan).

Secondary school record (as admission factor): Information maintained by the secondary school that may include such things as the

student’s high school transcript, class rank, GPA, and teacher and counselor recommendations.

Semester calendar system: A calendar system that consists of two semesters during the academic year with about 16 weeks for each

semester of instruction. There may be an additional summer session.

Student-designed major: A program of study based on individual interests, designed with the assistance of an adviser.

Study abroad: Any arrangement by which a student completes part of the college program studying in another country. Can be at a

campus abroad or through a cooperative agreement with some other U.S. college or an institution of another country. 

*Summer session: A summer session is shorter than a regular semester and not considered part of the academic year. It is not the third

term of an institution operating on a trimester system or the fourth term of an institution operating on a quarter calendar system. The

institution may have 2 or more sessions occurring in the summer months. Some schools, such as vocational and beauty schools, have

year-round classes with no separate summer session.

Talent/ability (as admission factor): Special consideration given to students with demonstrated talent/abilities in areas of interest to

the institution (e.g., sports, the arts, languages, etc.).

Teacher certification program: Program designed to prepare students to meet the requirements for certification as teachers in

elementary, middle/junior high, and secondary schools.

Transfer applicant: An individual who has fulfilled the institution’s requirements to be considered for admission (including payment

or waiving of the application fee, if any) and who has previously attended another college or university and earned college-level credit. 

Transfer student: A student entering the institution for the first time but known to have previously attended a

yel credit. 

Transfer
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Unit: a standard of measurement representing hours of academic instruction (e.g., semester credit, quarter credit, clock hour).
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Non-need-based self-help aid: Loans and jobs from institutional, state, or other sources for which



Summary of Changes for the 2021-2022 Common Data Set

•         C1: First-time, first-year (freshman) students

o   Added clarification text for summation of male and female students.

•         C2: Added Applied/Admitted/Enrolled student totals


